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Meet your 2025-2027 Executive Board

Join us in welcoming our latest board member, **Christina
Anderson, CMA (AAMA)** Vice President!

Hi, my name is Christina Anderson. I have been a CMA for 19 years, My
family consists of Jim (husband), Courtney (daughter), Morgan

(daughter) and our 2 dogs Oliver and Lou, I am currently working at
Urology Specialists, where I have worked for 14 years. In my spare

time I like to watch sporting events and craft.
 

Returning Board Members:
**Susan Hookie, CMA (AAMA)** President

**Alexius Plooster, CMA (AAMA)** Secretary
 **Chelsea Unzicker, CMA (AAMA)** Treasurer

**Erica Arends, CMA (AAMA)** Immediate Past President 

In the last year, Chelsea and Alexius both got married.  Chelsea and
her family moved in the last month to enjoy “farm” life. Alexius has

been busy sewing and sharing her quilts with those she loves.

Susan’s youngest graduated high school last year and she has been
enjoying her time supporting her husband’s side hustle BBQ business

and Cricut projects. 

Erica has been busy being the Auntie of the Year, chasing her nephews
and niece to all of their endeavors. When she is not attending their

events, she is visiting as many National Parks as she can. 
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The Medical Assisting Creed
of the AAMA sets forth

medical assisting statements
of belief: 

I believe in the principles
and purposes of the

profession of medical
assisting. 

I endeavor to be more
effective. 

I aspire to render greater
service. 

I protect the confidence
entrusted to me. 

I am dedicated to the care
and well-being of all

people. 
I am loyal to my employer. 

I am true to the ethics of
my profession. 

I am strengthened by
compassion, courage, and

faith. 



Have you checked out the AAMA
e-learning Center?

There are multiple FREE CEU’s
Free CEU's

Need additional CEU’s?

Thank you to everyone who
came to the STC symposium in

November.  We had another
great Symposium put on by

our future Medical Assistants.
Approximately 55 attendees

earned 5 CEUs. 

Attendees donated and
helped support STC’s food

pantry.

Congratulations to our 2 Student
Scholarship recipients. 

69th AAMA Annual Conference
September 19–22, 2025

Arlington, Virginia

70th AAMA Annual Conference
September 14-27, 2026

Reno, Nevada 

2026 SDSMA Conference
March 27-28, 2026

Sioux Falls, SD

Each year up to 2 Student Scholarships are awarded at the
State Convention. Students are asked to write a 500 word
essay explaining why they want to be a Medical Assistant

and how they will give back to their communities once
they graduate. Congratulations to our 2 winners this year!

We can’t wait to have you serve your communities. 

https://learning.aama-ntl.org/Public/Catalog/Home.aspx?Search=free&Tab=Course&LearningTrackId=15


Reminder: Upload Non-AAMA CEUs Any Time!
 

CMAs (AAMA)® can upload non-AAMA CEUs at any
time during their certification period!

 
 No more having to save your documentation
until your recertification deadline. Once you

submit your non-AAMA CEUs, they will be
reviewed within 30 days, and the

recertification points will be posted to your
transcript.

 
How to upload non-AAMA CEUs:

1. Sign into your AAMA account online—you’ll be
automatically redirected to the “My Account”

page.
2. Select “Upload Non-AAMA CEUs” from the

left-hand column.
 

Questions? Email ContinuingEducation@aama-
ntl.org or call 1-800-228-2262, Option 1.

May is National Stroke
Awarness Month 

Are you following????
The AAMA Podcast covers various

aspects of medical assisting, from
essential skills and qualities that
make a great medical assistant to

the latest advancements and legal
victories for the profession.

Hope to see you in Arlington,
VA!!!



S D S M A  E X E C U T I V E  B O A R D
P r e s i d e n t :  Susan Hookie ,  CMA (AAMA)

Emai l :  shookie93@gmai l .com
V i c e  P r e s i d e n t :  Chr ist ina  Anderson,  CMA (AAMA)

Emai l :  candersona1974@gmai l .com
S e c r e t a r y :  A lex ius  Thorpe,  CMA (AAMA)

Emai l :a lex ius . thorpe@gmai l .com
T r e a s u r e r :  Chelsea  Unz icker ,  CMA (AAMA)

Emai l :chelsea.wagaman@gmai l .com
I m m e d i a t e  P a s t  P r e s i d e n t :  Er ica  Arends,  CMA (AAMA)

Emai l :aren0079@gmai l .com

W e b s i t e :  www.sdsma.us
S D S M A  E - M a i l :  sdsma95@gmai l .com

L i k e  u s  o n  F a c e b o o k :  South Dakota  Society  of  Medical  Ass istants

 There are 22 new Medical Assistants in South Dakota!!!
Please welcome them at our next event! Bring them with you if

they are not planning on coming!

 Students from Lake Area Technical
College, Mitchell Technical Institute,

& Southeast Technical College, we
look forward to seeing you soon! 

Congratulations to the Graduating
Class of 2025! 


